Ag Business/ Sales Syllabus

2004-05

Description:  This class is open to Juniors and Seniors who have taken Ag I and Ag II.  The curriculum will consist of current and local issues that will help students better understand their place in SD agriculture.  We will develop and fine-tune students’ leadership, public speaking, sales, and communication skills as well as many others.  We will start and run mock businesses in order to better prepare students for entrepreneurial endeavors.  Many activities will be developed around SAE projects.  The SAE record book will be a strong influence on class learning.  We will learn how to keep accurate records and manage accounts.  

References:  Introduction To Agribusiness Delmar Publications


          FFA Life Knowledge CD Rom


         State Dept. of Agriculture


         Local agricultural extension agents, boards, councils, etc


         Agricultural colleges and institutions


         World Wide Web / Internet


         Instructional materials developed by the instructor


         FFA Land Plot records and papers


Instructional Philosophy & Delivery Plan:  

Initial instruction will involve lecture and notes in order that students develop an understanding of the content and curriculum of this course.  As instruction progresses, students will develop through hands on methods of learning, using SAE record books, computer software and the world wide web.  Additionally, students will create a portfolio that details the records that they have kept and why.  They will run a mock business and work through scenarios developed by the instructor.  Students will have to work with community members and school faculty/ staff to develop their communication skills.  They will be asked to give oral presentations and lead group discussions, as well.  We will also use statements and schedules to evaluate the successfulness of businesses.

Course Goals 
SWBAT…

1) Set and reach career and personal goals.

2) Keep accurate SAE records.

3) Write a resume, cover letter, and perform an interview.

4) Develop a marketing plan and publicize it.

5) Understand and use persuasive communication.

6) Define Agribusiness

7) Explain how agribusiness affects us in everyday life (esp. SD)

8) Keep accurate records

9) Understand and manage personal accounts

10) Complete and evaluate budgets and partial budgets

11) Understand and use depreciation methods

12) Read and evaluate Income statements

13) Read and evaluate Balance sheets

14) Read and evaluate Cash flows

15) Figure principle, interest, and payments of a farm/ business loan

16) Understand some Income tax laws as they pertain to agribusiness

17) Plan and organize an agribusiness

18) Develop marketing plans

19) Understand and evaluate commodity marketing strategies

Projects: 

1).  Students will keep a day-by-day record of all activities of their SAE project.

2).  Students will keep a day-by-day record of all activity of a mock business to include (but not limited to) income statements, net worth statements, balance sheets, and cash flows.  They will also determine depreciation of machinery and other assets.  They will apply for a bank loan and develop a marketing plan for their commodities.  

3).  Students will research and present a current agricultural issue.

4).  Other projects may be added into the curriculum as well.

