GPS (Global Positioning System)

System of 24 orbital satellites put up by the military (1972)

· Now used by everyone

GPS receiver picks up signal from satellites and tells how far you are away

· “Wobble” in signal so not so accurate for nonmilitary uses

· May, 2000 Clinton turned wobble off

· Precise within 30 ft

· Always 4 visible satellites

· Must have at least 3 to tell position

· Handheld receiver upgraded from backpack receiver

Uses:

· Navigation – airplanes/ ships tell where they are

· Cars – computerized maps - On Star

· Recreation – hunting/ fishing – find spot, depth gauge

· Info about planet – rain forest, Mt. Everest

· Cell Phones

· Keeping Time: Atomic Clock

· Farming – Link GPS w/ Landsat tell how crops are doing

What do you think GPS can do for agriculture?

What is something that could be in store for the future, as far as what GPS can do?
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